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• SE grows rapidly in egg based foods such as mayonnaise.
Temperature control is important in reducing the growth of SE.

• Washing has no impact on internally contaminated eggs.

Information on adverse 
human health effects  

[e.g. outline the nature and severity of adverse health effects, subsets 
of populations at increased risk (differing susceptibility, food intake, 
socio-economic status, geographical location), prevalence and 
incidence data from public health surveillance, consideration of dose-
response relationship (where available)]  
• Salmonellosis is a leading cause of enteric illness worldwide.
• All age groups are susceptible to Salmonella infection.
• Symptoms range from mild gastroenteritis to systemic illness

such as septicaemia and other longer-term conditions.
• Illness is usually self-limiting, with patients fully recovering within

a week. Severe cases of diarrhea can lead to significant
dehydration which may require hospitalisation and medical
intervention such as intravenous fluid replacement.

• Although uncommon, long-term effects or sequelae may occur
including reactive arthritis.

Risk management options [Describe the risk management options that have been identified to date. 
Is action required at a national level:  
- Was the initial notification for information only?
- Could this issue be discussed at the jurisdictional forum?

Is some, or significant action required at a national level?] 
• Under the Salmonella Enteritidis Incident Response Plan

(Australian Eggs), birds and other potentially infectious material
on SE infected properties (such as manure, eggs, packaging) are
to be quarantined and destroyed.

• In NSW, birds on all affected farms have been killed onsite and
sent for rendering. Manure has typically been composted, and
eggs sent off for pulping. This action has been under direction
according to the NSW Biosecurity Act 2015.

• Recall of eggs from the supply chain has also been used where
necessary to reduce the risk to human health. Recall activity has
been carried out under Food Act provisions.

• Currently there is no cost-sharing arrangement for destruction
and management of farms affected by SE in Australia. This has
resulted in costly interventions for both NSW DPI and the egg
industry.
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Other information relevant 
to risk management 
decision-making  

Routes of Exposure: 
- Could there be other ingredients?
- Is there the potential for other products to be affected?
- Are there other distribution channels?]
[e.g. discuss adequacy of the available data, perceptions of the food
safety issue by interested parties, practical considerations (economic,
technical, political, legal), possible actions and expected
consequences; approaches taken by other countries (and proposed
need to confer with international food safety colleagues)]

• Standard 4.2.4 Primary production and processing standard for
eggs and egg products was not intended to address Salmonella
serovars such as SE which are capable of vertical transmission
in eggs. At the time of development of the standard, Australia
was considered to be ‘SE-free’ and therefore consideration of SE
was out of scope. There may be gaps in the requirements of
Standard 4.2.4 to manage SE.

• Pasteurisation temperature and time requirements for egg pulp,
egg yolk and egg white are listed in Standard 4.2.4.

Risk assessment need, 
feasibility and questions 

[Assessment of need and benefit to be gained from requesting a risk 
assessment. Feasibility that such an assessment could be accomplished 
within the required time frame. Recommended questions to be posed to 
the risk assessor]  
• There is limited benefit to be gained from further risk

assessment.

Recommendations [Recommendations for future activities e.g. immediate risk management 
action, a decision to conduct a quantitative risk assessment, or a 
programme to gather more data]  
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